
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1203
 
Main Petitioner: Joan Richardson 
 
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
commence a review of ferry services to develop a long-term strategy for 
lifeline services to 2025 and provide an immediate minimum discount of 40% 
on ferry fares 
 
Background 
 
Road Equivalent Tariff (RET) is a method of calculating ferry fares.  RET fares 
are normally calculated on a “pence per mile” basis.  The aim is to ensure that 
ferry users pay broadly similar costs to those incurred by someone driving the 
length of the ferry route.  
 
The Scottish Government announced the details of a pilot RET fares scheme 
on 26 February 2008.  Pilot RET fares will apply to all CalMac routes linking 
the Scottish mainland with the Western Isles from 19 October 2008 until 
spring 2011.  Following the completion of this pilot exercise, consultants 
commissioned by the Scottish Government will produce an evaluation report 
for Scottish Ministers. 
 
Fares on the RET pilot routes are calculated as follows: 
 
• Cars and small vehicles pay a flat fee of £5 plus 60p per mile 
• Car drivers, vehicle passengers and foot passengers are charged at £2 

plus 10p per mile  
• Goods vehicles, including drivers, are charged at £20 plus 18p per lane 

metre per mile 
 
Scottish Government Action 
 
The National Transport Strategy outlines the Scottish Government’s 
commitment to undertake a review of Scotland’s lifeline ferry services 
network.  The Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change, 
Stewart Stevenson MSP, provided additional information on the scope of the 
review during a parliamentary debate on 10 September 2008, stating: 
 

The review will include detailed consideration of funding, costs and 
affordability; procurement of lifeline ferry services; services and routes; 
fares; vessels; ports and harbours; accessibility; environmental issues; 
integration; lifeline air routes; and freight. It will also consider how 
lifeline ferry services should best be delivered, by which I mean that it 
will consider the correct split of responsibilities between the Scottish 
Government, local authorities, operators and Caledonian Maritime 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1203.htm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2008/02/26133752


 
 

 
Assets Ltd. Of course, the review will also consider the issue of 
competition. 
 

While there is no definite timescale for the completion of the review the 
Minister gave a commitment that it would be completed in time for the letting 
of the next Clyde and Hebrides and Northern Isles ferry services contracts. 
 
Scottish Parliament Action 
 
The Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee undertook a 
major inquiry into ferry services during late 2007 and the first half of 2008.  
The Committee published the report of this inquiry on 28 June 2008.   
 
A parliamentary debate on the Committee’s report was held on 10 September 
2008. 
 
 
 
Alan Rehfisch 
Senior Research Specialist 
29 September 2008 
 
 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petitions briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petitions briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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